
Author Last Name, First Name Middle Initial. “Article Title”. Journal Title, Volume, 

Issue, Publication Year, Page Numbers. Database Name, DOI.

Holt, Frush Lanier, and Matthew D. Sweitzer. “More than a Black and White Issue: Ethnic       

identity, Social Dominance Orientation, and Support for the Black Lives Matter Movement.” 

Self & Identity, vol. 19, no. 1, 2020, pp. 16-31. Academic Search Premier, 

doi:10.1080/15298868.2018.1524788.

Journal Article/Magazine/Newspaper Article 
Three or more authors list first 
author followed by “, et al.”

Volume include 
vol. 

Capitalize article title and 
enclose in quotations.

Capitalize and italicize 
journal title.

Author Last Name, First Name Middle Initial. Title: Subtitle. Publisher Name, 

Publication Year.

Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. Chaos: The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Allyn and 

Bacon, 2000.

Capitalize all major 
words and italicize 
book title.

Author last name first, first name 
middle initial. For more than three 
authors, list first author then “et al.”

Capitalize 
publisher 
name.

Is there an edition or volume? If 
so, put in parentheses (if both: 
edition first, volume second).

Author Last Name, First Name Middle Initial. “Webpage Document/Section 

Title.” Web Page Title. Web Page URL. Date Accessed.

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. “NAACP Empowerment 

Programs.” Empowerment Programs. www.naacp.org/empowerment-programs/. Accessed 

6 July 2015.

URL do not include 
https://, also link directly 
to the document.

If no publication
date, enter full
date of access.

Italicize 
web page 
title.

Capitalize web document 
or section title and 
include in quotations.

If no personal author, 
include organization name 
and capitalize major words. 

Issue include 
no.

For newspaper articles,
list as date, month & year.

DOI include if available. 
Exclude otherwise.

Page numbers include pp. 
with dash in between.
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This guide is meant to be a basic over-
view of MLA citations. For additional 
format types and exaples, please see the 
resource links provided. 

Listing Sources at the End of Your Paper (Works Cited)
At the end of the paper or report, list all sources alphabetically by author. Always indent the second and 
subsequent lines of the citation for each source in the Works Cited. 

In-Text Citations
• According to Vasquez, “...the biggest challenges...” (57).

• ...described in a recent report (Velasquez 115).

• “...as noted in the findings” (Jackson et. al 42).

• Kendi’s How to Be an Antiracist examines...

When citing works in the body of a 
research paper, it is important to include 
the author(s) last name and page number 
where the direct quote or paraphrasing of 
the section from the source can be found. 
Here are some examples:

The author of a work can be an individual, a group of people, an organization, or a govern-
ment body. If no author is listed at all, do not list the author as anonymous. Instead, skip
the author element and begin the entry with the title. Refer to MLA Handbook 5.3.

A quotation that runs more than four lines in your paper should be formatted as a block
quote indented half an inch from the left margin, no indent, no quotes. Refer to MLA
Handbook 6.35

No author(s)

3 or More 
Authors

Lengthy Quotes

DOI (Digital Ob-
ject Identifier)

New 9th
Edition
Guidance

Two Authors

Include the authors in the order in which they are presented in the work. In a works 
cited, a comma is needed in addition to and to distinguish the names. Include both first 
names and surnames when mentioning the authors for the first time. In a parenthetical 
citation connect the surnames with and. Example: (Lemery and Auerbach 4-5)

List only the first author’s name followed by et al. in the parenthetical citation.
Example: (Nickerson et al. 135)

Manuscript Formatting – Chapter 1. Writing Advice – Chapter 2 and 3. Writing with 
Inclusive Language – Chapter 3. Creating a Works Cited List – Chapter 5. In-text Citations 
– Chapter 6. Using Notes – Chapter 7. Copies available at the Research Center and at 
Circulation for limited check out.

When a DOI is available, include it in the works cited list entry instead of a URL or perma-
link. Refer to MLA Handbook 5.84.

Citing Websites
Date of Access

An access date for an online work should generally be provided if the work lacks a publica-
tion date or if you suspect that the work has been altered or removed. Example. Accessed 
25 Oct 2015. Refer to MLA Handbook 5.111.


